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earned lesson that America can only move
forward when we move forward together.

That is why we rededicate ourselves to vig-
orous enforcement of the civil rights laws,
to eradicating discrimination of every kind,
and to opposing intolerance in all its forms.
And we firmly believe that, as such visionary
leaders as Martin Luther King, A. Philip
Randolph, and Bayard Rustin understood
three decades ago, jobs and freedom are in-
extricably linked. Human dignity demands
that each of us have the opportunity to use
our God-given abilities, to support ourselves
and our families, and to produce something
of value for our fellow men and women.

In everything we do, we are guided by that
vision of economic empowerment. That is
why we have struggled to lift the working
poor out of poverty. That is why we have
struggled to expand the opportunities for
education, training, and national service.
That is why we have struggled to bring new
jobs, new opportunities, and new hope to
communities all across this country, from our
smallest towns to our oldest cities. That is
why we will spare no effort to provide every
family in America with health care they can
count on, health care that’s always there. And
as we pursue the timeless goals of oppor-
tunity for all and responsibility for all, let us
follow the example of those who marched
30 years ago and work together, regardless
of race or region or religion or party.

As we honor the past and build the future,
let us listen again to the words of Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr., ‘‘Now is the time to make real
the promises of democracy . . . now is the
time to make justice a reality for all God’s
children.’’ Together, we can make that dream
a reality. Together, we can make the country
we love everything it was meant to be.

Remarks Prior to Departure From
Martha’s Vineyard, Massachusetts
August 29, 1993

The President. Can you hear me? Good.
Well, first of all, let me thank you all for com-
ing. I’m astonished by this crowd, but it is
what we have seen all week. I can’t thank
you enough on behalf of all of us for the
wonderful hospitality we’ve had here. My

family never needed a vacation more, and
it’s hard to imagine how this one could have
been better. We are going home immensely
grateful to all the people who have been
here, for your hospitality, your warmth, your
understanding of the problems we caused on
occasion and very much refreshed, renewed,
and ready to go back to work for the Amer-
ican people.

We have a lot of work to do. We’re going
to take up the health care issue, which I think
is the most important thing out there facing
our country right now and any number of
other things that you will read about in the
days ahead.

I don’t want to give a political talk tonight.
I just want to tell you that, at a very personal
level, this was a wonderful 10 days for us,
and we are grateful to all of you. This has
been a great time. This is a great family place.
I wish everyone in America could see it, but
at times I thought everyone in America was
here already. [Laughter]

I’d like to ask Hillary to come up and say
a word on behalf of our family, and I want
to thank you again. And we want to get out
here and shake a few hands before we leave,
but I want Hillary to say a word or two.

[At this point, Hillary Clinton thanked every-
one for helping to make their family vacation
enjoyable.]

The President. Thank you very much.
Bless you. I hope we’ll see you again. Thank
you so much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:36 p.m. at the
Martha’s Vineyard Airport.

Remarks at a White House Interfaith
Breakfast
August 30, 1993

Thank you. Thank you very much. I want
to, once again, as the First Lady did, wel-
come all of you to the White House on behalf
of Vice President and Mrs. Gore and Hillary
and myself. We’re delighted to have you all
here.
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We wanted to make this new beginning
by beginning with a group of religious leaders
from all faiths and parts of our country to
come here today as we rededicate ourselves
to the purposes for which we’re called here.

I wanted to make just a couple of brief
remarks. We’ve had an immensely interest-
ing conversation at our table about some of
the things which are dividing Americans of
faith as well as those which are uniting them.
I would say to you that I am often troubled
as I try hard here to create a new sense of
common purpose. All during the election I
would go across the country and say that
we’re all in this together. Unless we can find
strength in our diversity, our diversity of race,
our diversity of income, our diversity of re-
gion, our diversity of religious conviction, we
cannot possibly meet the challenges before
us. That does not mean, in my view, that we
have to minimize our diversity, pretend that
we don’t have deep convictions, or run away
from our honest disagreements. It means
that we must find a way to talk with respect
with one another about those things with
which we disagree and to find that emotional
as well as the intellectual freedom to work
together when we can.

A couple of days ago, when I was on vaca-
tion—let me say, the most important reli-
gious comment made to me this morning was
that several of you gave me dispensation for
my vacation. You said I did not need to feel
any guilt for taking a little time off, so I ap-
preciate that. [Laughter] But I bought a book
on vacation called ‘‘The Cultural Disbelief’’
by Steven Carter, a professor at our old alma
mater, Hillary’s and mine, at the law school.
He is himself a committed Christian, very
dedicated to the religious freedoms of all
people of faith, of any faith, in the United
States. And the subtitle of the book is ‘‘How
American Law and Politics Trivialize Reli-
gious Devotion.’’ And I would urge you all
to read it from whatever political as well as
religious spectrum you have because at least
it lays a lot of these issues out that I am trying
to grapple with.

Sometimes I think the environment in
which we operate is entirely too secular. The
fact that we have freedom of religion doesn’t
mean we need to try to have freedom from
religion. It doesn’t mean that those of us who

have faith shouldn’t frankly admit that we are
animated by the faith, that we try to live by
it, and that it does affect what we feel, what
we think, and what we do.

On the other hand, it is very important
that, as Americans, we approach this whole
area with a certain amount of humility, that
we be careful when we say that because we
seek to know and do God’s will, God is on
our side and, therefore, against our oppo-
nent. That is important for two reasons. One
is, we might be wrong. [Laughter] After all,
we’re only human. The other is that the thing
that has kept us together over time is that
our Constitution and Bill of Rights gives us
all the elbow room to seek to do God’s will
in our own life and that of our families and
our communities. And that means that there
will be inevitable conflicts, so that there will
never be a time when everything that we
think is wrong can also be illegal. There will
always be some space there because there
will have to be some room for Americans of
good faith to disagree.

I think we need to find areas where we
can agree and work together on. The restora-
tion of religious freedoms acts is a very im-
portant issue to me personally. And this ad-
ministration is committed to seeing it
through successfully. And I think virtually
every person of faith in this country, without
regard to their party or philosophy or convic-
tions on other issues, agrees with that. So
we are hopeful that that will happen. But
there must be other areas in which we can
meet together and talk together and work to-
gether and frankly acknowledge our agree-
ments and our disagreements.

If people of faith treat issues about which
they disagree as nothing more than a cause
for a screaming match, then we also trivialize
religion in our country. And we undermine
the ability to approach one another with re-
spect and trust and faith. And I say that not
just to those who disagree with me on some
of the particularly contentious issues but also
to those who agree with me. Every person
in this country who seeks to know and do
the will of his or her Creator is entitled to
respect for that effort. That is a difficult job,
difficult to know, even harder to do. That
is hard work.
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But people that have that level of depth,
that aren’t totally carried away by the secular
concerns of the moment must, it seems to
me, find a way to talk and work with one
another if we’re ever going to push the com-
mon good. We can’t pass a health care pro-
gram without a conviction that this is in the
common interest, that over the long run we
will all win. If this becomes some battle
where I’m trying to slay some dragon of spe-
cial interest and that’s all it is, we’ll never
get where we want to go. The American peo-
ple have to open their hearts as well as their
minds and figure out—this is this horrible
problem. We have to solve it. But we have
to solve it in a way that enables us to be
united together.

We can’t work our way through a lot of
these economic problems unless we frankly
admit that we’re moving into a new age
where no one has all the answers. We may
have to modify, all of us, our specific policy
positions. But our goal should be to enable
every person who lives in this country to live
up to his or her God-given potential. And
if we look at it that way and frankly admit
we’re in a new and different era, then we
can go forward.

We can’t possibly do anything for anybody
in this country unless they’re willing to also
do something for themselves. There has to
be a new ethic of personal and family and
community responsibility in this country that
should unite people across the lines of dif-
ferent faiths and even different political phi-
losophies. And the people of faith in this
country ought to be able to say that, so that
if you say that you’ve got to have that sort
of revitalization at the grassroots, person by
person, that the Democrats can feel com-
fortable with saying that. No one says, ‘‘Oh,
you’re just being a rightwinger.’’ It’s just sim-
ply true. It is self-evidently true; you cannot
change somebody’s life from the outside in
unless there is also some change from the
inside out.

So these are the kinds of things that I’ve
had a lot of time to think about over the last
few days. And I have felt in the last several
months during my Presidency that we often-
times get so caught up in the battle of the
moment, the heat of the moment—how are
you going to answer this charge and make

that change or deal with this difficulty—that
sometimes we forget that we are all in this
because we are seeking a good that helps all
Americans. There must be some sense of
common purpose and common strength and,
ultimately, an end which helps us all, that
revels in the fact that there are people who
honestly disagree about the most fundamen-
tal issues but can still approach one another
with real respect, without assuming that if
you disagree on issue X or Y, you’ve jumped
off the moral and political cliff and deserve
to be banished to some faraway place.

So I wanted to have you here today be-
cause I wanted you to hear this direct from
your President. I wanted to ask you to con-
tinue to pray for me and for our administra-
tion, and I wanted to invite you to be part
of an ongoing dialog, which we will come
back to all of you later on, talk about how
we can continue to involve people who care
about their citizenship as well as about their
relationship to their God and how we can
work through these things.

There are no easy answers to this. The
Founding Fathers understood that; that’s
why they wanted us to have the first amend-
ment. There are no simple solutions. But I
am convinced that we are in a period of his-
toric significance, profound change here in
this country and throughout the world and
that no one is wise enough to see to the end
of all of it, that we have to be guided by
a few basic principles and an absolute convic-
tion that we can recreate a common good
in America.

But it’s hard for me to take a totally secular
approach to the fact that there are cities in
this country where the average murderer is
now under the age of 16. Now, there may
not be a religious answer to the policy ques-
tion of whether it’s a good thing that all these
kids can get their hands on semi-automatic
weapons. But there certainly is something
that is far more than secular about what is
happening to a country where we are losing
millions of our young people and where they
shoot each other with abandon and now often
shoot total strangers for kicks, shoot at them
when they are swimming in the swimming
pool in the summertime.

So I believe that we have enormous possi-
bilities. I think we have enormous problems.
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There will always be some areas of profound
disagreement. What I would ask you today
to do is to, as I said, to pray for us as we
go forward, to be willing to engage in this
dialog, to reach out to others who may dis-
agree with us on particular issues and bring
them into the family of America, and to give
us a chance to find common ground so that
we can build a common good and do what
all of us in our own way are required to do.
For I believe that each of us has a ministry
in some way that we must play out in life
and with a certain humility but also with deep
determination.

So I thank you for being here. This has
been a wonderful morning for me and for
all of us. And I ask you to think about these
things and to be willing to continue to engage
in this dialog. We have a lot of work to do
to lift this country up and to pull this country
together and to push this country into the
21st century. And we have serious respon-
sibilities beyond our borders. Every day there
is some good news in the press about that.
Some of you have been talking about the
Middle East. How many times have we
thought we had good news and been dis-
appointed?, but better than the bad. And
every day there is some frustration. So we
have to go forward with a much deeper sense
of shared values and togetherness toward the
common good than we’ve had so far. That
is what I seek to do and what I ask for your
prayers and guidance and support and in-
volvement, active involvement, to achieve.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:03 a.m. in the
State Dining Room at the White House.

Remarks and an Exchange With
Reporters Prior to a Meeting on
Flood Relief and Hurricane Emily
August 30, 1993

The President. Let me say, I asked that
James Lee Witt to come in this morning to
provide to me and to the Vice President and
to our senior staff a briefing on Hurricane
Emily and what provisions we’re making to
be ready for that and as well as to give me
an update the—how we’re handling the
aftermath of the flood damage in the Mid-

west. And as you know, there was more
flooding in Iowa yesterday.

So those are the two things we’re going
to be talking about, and I thought I would
maybe just let Mr. Witt say a word or two
and then you may have a couple of questions.

[At this point, Director Witt gave a briefing
on Hurricane Emily and stated that FEMA
was prepared for the storm.]

Middle East Peace Talks
Q. Mr. President, changing the subject for

a second. The Palestinians and the Israelis
appear to have some historic breakthrough
involving perhaps mutual Israeli-PLO rec-
ognition. If the Israelis and the PLO recog-
nize each other, will that result in the U.S.
resuming its dialog with the PLO?

The President. Well, first, let me say I
am very much encouraged by what is hap-
pening there and very hopeful. The adminis-
tration has worked hard to facilitate it. But
ultimately, whatever happens will have to be
done by the parties themselves. If there is
a new and different landscape in the Middle
East, then I might be willing to entertain
some questions. But I can’t say now. I can’t
answer your question now. It’s hypothetical,
and it would only interfere with the discus-
sions now going on. I don’t think it’s appro-
priate for the United States even to consider
its own position here until the parties have
a chance to work out a resolution of this.

Q. But the U.S. did have intervention in
this, didn’t it? I mean——

The President. Oh, absolutely. I don’t
know if I would call it an intervention, but
we’ve certainly worked hard to be a
handmaiden or whatever the appropriate
term is——

Q. So you are involved?
The President. We are involved, but our

position has not been at issue here and
should not be discussed until the parties
themselves worked out their differences.

NAFTA
Q. Mr. President, Senator Dole suggested

the prospects for NAFTA would be better
were you to take it up to the Senate first.
Do you agree?
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